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To the Lordi, Spiritual and Tem rat, 
together with the Commons, Aſſembled in 
this Preſent PARLLAMENT, 1697. 


Gentlemen, 


He r of the Book, Entituled, Royal Inſlitutions, 

Is humbly to beg, That You, in your great Wif- 
dom, would be pleas'd to conſider, How to Eſtabliſh 
and Confirm, to all the King's Subjects, ſome Laws and Methods 
for working of Silver and Gold Mines, or any other, that ſhall be 
found in America; and to take away, and make void all thoſe 
Clauſes in any former Grants, relating to Mines, which have hi- 
therto hindred, and obſtructed the fame; whereby this Honoura- 
ble Enterprize would become a National Benefit, and be of great 
Advantage to all the Exgliſb Poſterity ; and that the Royalties 


of thoſe Countries may reſt in the CROWN, and the 


K ING remain ſole Lord of the Soil. For, till ſome Methods 
and Laws be ſettled, to diſtinguiſh MEUM and T U UM, no 
Subject can proceed regularly and fafely in this Affair, nor any 
Man know his own Intereſt from the Property of another Man's. 
And in regard there hath not. been, nor at preſent is, but a 
few Men, that thorowly underſtand Mines, and Mineral Pro- 
ceedings ; Therefore I have, in all Humility, and in all Dutiful 
Submiſſion, moſt humbly laid before You the ſubſtance of ſome 
Methods, abſolutely neceſſary to be Enacted, and Paſt into, Laws, 
for the Good of the Engliſh Nation in- general; which, upon 
your Inſpection, and deliberate Conſideration, I humbly hope, 
either thoſe Articles contained in the Book, or ſome other, 
ſuch as in your great Wiſdom, You ſhall think fit to Make and 
Eſtabliſh, will be, by this preſent PARLIAMENT, EnaQted 
and Confirmed as LAWS and CUSTOMS for all ſuch 
Mines; (and that I may have Liberty to bring in a Bill for the 
fame) which will, undoubtedly, encreaſe the Riches of the Na- 
tion, and Revenues of the CRO WN, in a little Time. 


Thom. Houghton. 


11 
— 1 


